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COLLIE: I was being pestered for money all over the shop.

I couldn't help myself.
ARDSLEY: You were hopelessly insolvent.   How did you

expect to meet them?

COLLIE: I thought something would turn up.
ARDSLEY: Don't you know that's a criminal offence?
COLLIE: Oh, what rot. It's the sort of thing anyone might

do when he was up against it.
ARDSLEY: Not without going to gaol.
COLLIE: Good God, you don't mean to say they're going to

prosecute?
ARDSLEY: You can*t expect the injured parties to take it

lying down.
COLLIE: But it's absurd.   They know I didn't mean any

harm.
ARDSLEY: It's almost incredible that you should be so

unbusinesslike.
COLLIE: What should I know about business? Fm a sailor,

I was in the navy for twenty years.
ARDSLEY: Fm afraid you've been very unwise,
COLLIE: Then what's going to happen?
ARDSLEY: The bank-manager is in my office now. You must

be prepared for the worst. Collie.   A warrant will be

applied for.

COLLIE: Does that mean I shall be arrested?
ARDSLEY: Of course you'll be released on bail. I'll arrange

that. If you elect to be tried by a jury the justices will

refer the case to quarter sessions. It's early days yet to

decide, we'll see what counsel has to say.   My own

opinion at the moment is that the best thing you can do

is to plead guilty and throw yourself on the mercy of the

court.
COLLIE: But Fm not guilty*